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by Kate Deppeler 

An Irrewarra cattle farm 
has saved about 10 to 15 
million litres of water after 
the farmer started using 
new technology to measure 
water use. 

Bruce and Meriell Bilney run 
1000 cattle on 404 hectares, 
divided into 160 paddocks each 
with a water trough.

Mr Bilney is part of an Irre-

warra Farm Care Group trial of 
taggle technology with Barwon 
Water.

“The first thing I do of a morn-
ing before I have a coffee is check 
our water use,” Mr Bilney said.

“It’s enabled me to track our 
water usage on an hourly basis, 
and know when the cattle actu-
ally drink,” he said. 

“One in the morning, two in 
the morning, there’s no cattle 
drinking, if you’ve still got us-

age, you can track it.
“It’s dramatically reduced our 

water usage.”
Mr Bilney said the taggle 

system monitored water use and 
recorded data hourly, and sent it 
to a computer once a day. 

He said the system showed 
him when cattle drank, and 
where he needed to add capacity 
to his troughs.

“That’s meant instead of run-
ning a pump 24-7 I use it on a 

timer,” Mr Bilney said.
“That’s had a secondary ben-

efit of reducing the power bill,” 
he said. 

Mr Bilney said a million litres 
of water cost $200 and the pro-
gram was providing him with 
a saving of between $2000 and 
$3000. 

“It’s provided a very useful 
management tool, if you can’t 
measure it you can’t manage 
it,” he said.

“There’s both an animal wel-
fare and management benefit 
in there as well; let alone the 
conservation argument.”

Mr Bilney’s farm was one 
of the first of 25 farms to trial 
the technology with the help of 
Barwon Water’s Tom McDonald. 

He said his next step in water 
management was investigating 
an addition to the system which 
would send an alert to his phone 
if it detected a leak. 

System saves millions of litres
HELPING HAND: Irrewarra cattle farmer Bruce Bilney says installing water-monitoring technology is a “no brainer” because he has saved at least 10 million litres since July. 
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